Palaeogeography and drainage evolution during the late Middle Pleistocene Holsteinian Stage (s.l.) and equivalents in Europe.
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Abstract

Introduction

Rationale

Previous attempts (e.g. Zagwijn in North Sea region, Leszek and Irina in Baltic region, others?)

Stratigraphical note (Holsteinian, Hoxnian, Likhvinian, MIS 11, etc.)

Approach

Nature and distribution of evidence by country (fluvial / estuarine / coastal, etc.) – possible cross- and longitudinal sections of palaeovalleys (limited examples!) showing reaches with terraces and/or buried deposits

Nature of relationship to sea.

Quality of evidence accepted - quality of dating, etc.

Method of reconstruction - how points placed on base map - plotting scale, etc.  Suggest that we use the DCW, as planned last year - see website.

The map(s)

Nature of drainage pattern (inheritance from earlier phases - e.g. Elsterian glaciation, especially Late Elsterian deglaciation phase)

Coastal pattern and evolution - relation to sea-level change.

Evolution of drainage through the interglacial (if possible).

Is it possible to draw more than one map (at least for some regions)?  - would like to draw one for 'halfway point of marine transgression, c. middle of Ho 2 (Quercus- Corylus zone) or equivalent.  Important for North Sea evolution, and possibly the Baltic as well.

Glaciated versus non-glaciated areas.

Conclusions

Implications for regional evolution - late Elsterian to early Saalian or equivalents.

Impact on Saalian and glaciation s.l. in second half of stage - if applicable.

Implications for biotal migration, including humans!, etc.?

Further evidence required.

Future work?
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